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The Maryland Judiciary opposes House Bill 379 as drafted. This legislation addresses
“SLAPP” (strategic lawsuits against public participation) lawsuits, which are bad faith
lawsuits intended to deter the defendant or other similar persons from speaking out on
certain public issues.

In particular, the Judiciary has concerns with the inclusion of judicial proceedings which
could as drafted affect pending civil actions through crossclaims, counterclaims, or third-
party claims.

Further, the Judiciary is concerned with the permitting of interlocutory appeals for "a
ruling or failure to rule” on a motion to dismiss, because the bill lacks guidance on the
necessary timeline for ruling on such a motion before it may be subject to appeal for
failure to rule. The list of appealable interlocutory orders should be narrow.
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